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<Abstract>

This study examined the relationships between Chinese immigrant mothers’ perceptions of bilingual education, bicultural com-
petence, and mother—child bilingual language use and young children’s Korean and Chinese language proficiency. Participants were
236 Chinese immigrant mothers with children aged 3-5 years enrolled in early childhood education institutions in Seoul and the
metropolitan area. Data were collected primarily through online surveys, with additional on-site collection conducted at several
institutions. The data were analyzed using partial correlation and hierarchical regression analyses using SPSS 22.0. The results showed
that mother—child bilingual language use was a key variable associated with both Korean and Chinese language proficiency. Mothers’
perceptions of bilingual education and bicultural competence were also significantly related to children’s language outcomes.
Furthermore, the model including these variables explained a significant proportion of variance in children’s Korean and Chinese
proficiency. These findings suggest that mothers’ linguistic beliefs, bicultural competence, and everyday language interactions within
the home are closely associated with young children’s bilingual development. This study provides empirical evidence on the role

of home language environments and parental factors in bilingual development among young children in multicultural families.

AKeywords : Chinese mothers, perceptions of bilingual education, cross-cultural competence, mother—child bilingual language use,
bilingual development
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