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<Abstract>

This study examined whether the mediating effect of children's executive functioning difficulties on the relationship between ma-
ternal educational enthusiasm and children's mathematical ability is moderated by gender. To this end, data from the 2016 Korean
Child Panel Survey were utilized to analyze 7-year-old children and their mothers who participated in the 9th wave of the survey.
SPSS 21.0 was used to conduct descriptive statistics and correlation analyses, while Process Macro Model 4, 14 was employed to
test the moderated mediating effect. The results revealed the following: First, maternal educational enthusiasm positively influenced
children's numeracy skills. Second, children's executive functioning difficulties mediated the relationship between maternal educa-
tional enthusiasm and children's numeracy. Third, this mediating effect was moderated by the child's gender. The results of this
study demonstrate that maternal educational enthusiasm, children's executive functioning difficulties, and gender interact complexly
in the development of children's mathematical abilities. This suggests that when understanding the development of children's academ-
ic abilities, it is necessary to consider parenting attitudes, children's cognitive characteristics, and gender differences in an integrated

manner.

AKeywords : maternal educational fervor, executive function difficulties, mathematical ability, gender
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