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<Abstract>

This study investigated the mediating effect of cyberbullying justification on the relationship between trait anger and cyberbullying
perpetration among upper elementary school children. It also examined whether this mechanism differs based on experiences of
cyberbullying victimization. A total of 596 fifth- and sixth-grade children (291 boys, 48.8%) from elementary schools in Seoul and
GyeongGi-do completed self-report questionnaires. Data were analyzed using SPSS 26.0 and Mplus 8.10. Descriptive statistics, corre-
lation analyses and a multi-group analysis were conducted to examine differences based on cyberbullying victimization status.
Additionally, the bootstrap method was employed to assess mediating effects.

The results of the study are as follows. First, the effects of trait anger and cyberbullying justification on cyberbullying perpetration
were significant only among children who had experienced cyberbullying victimization. Second, regardless of the presence or absence
of cyberbullying victimization, higher levels of trait anger were associated with increased levels of cyberbullying justification. Third,
the mediating effect of cyberbullying justification on the relationship between trait anger and cyberbullying perpetration was sig-
nificant only for the children with a history of cyberbullying victimization.

Overall, this study demonstrates that the pathways linking trait anger to cyberbullying perpetration vary depnding on whether
children have experienced cyberbullying victimization. It emphasizes the necessity of emotional and cognitive interventions to miti-

gate cyberbullying justification, particularly for children with prior victimization experiences.

AKeywords : cyberbullying, trait anger, cyberbullying justification, multi-group analysis, upper elementary school children
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