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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to explore the demands of pratictioners in the filed of counseling for pregnant women in crisis
and to derive implications for future directions. In this study, participants were recruited by purposive sampling method in order
to create a group of individuals with extensitive understanding and field experience relted to counseling for pregnant women in
crisis. A focus group interview was conducted with a total of four participants, including one from a basic living facility for single
parents, another from a local Family Center, and two participants from the Family Counseling Service Department at the Korea
Institute for Healthy Family. Upon gaining the consent of the participants, the researchers prepared a semi-structured questionnaire
in advance, and the participants were invited to a face-to-face interview at the same location and time in Decmeber 2023. All inter-
view data were recorderd and transcribed with the consent of the participants, and the reseracher analyzed the data by conventional
content analysis. A total of four major themes were derived. These include first, the need to specify the definition of “counseling
for crisis preganant women” and “crisis pregnant women,” second, the qualifications and roles of counselors for crisis preganant
women, third, division of work between the designated local counseling agencies for prenant women in crisis and existing pregnancy
and birth related counseling agencies while establishing effective referral systems, and fourth, suggestions for establishing the effective
systems of counseling for preganant woemn in crisis. The results of this study emphasize the need to provide clear and specific
definitions related to prenant woemn in crisis. In addition, there is a need for guidance and training to strengthen the qualifications
and clarify the roles of counselor, as well as cooperation among related local agencies and insitutes. The results of this study provide
various implications to consider in the process of establishing an effective counseling system for pregnant women in crisis in the

future.

AKeywords : pregnant women in crisis, practitioners, focus group interview
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