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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of parents’ peer comparison behavior perceived by children on children’s
academic self-efficacy and to verify the mediating role of maladaptive perfectionism in the relationship between parents’ peer compar-
ison behavior perceived by children and children’s academic self-efficacy. In order to achieve this, a total of 489 elementary school
students in Busan completed a survey containing questions on their parents’ peer comparison behavior, maladjustment perfectionism,
and academic self-efficacy perceived by children. Using SPSS 21.0, the data were analyzed with frequency analysis, Pearson’s correla-
tion analysis, simple regression analysis, and multiple regression analysis. After that, the indirect effect was verified by a boot-
strapping method using “process” MACRO. The main findings of this research are as follows.

First, the correlation between parents’ peer comparison behavior, maladaptive perfectionism, and academic self-efficacy perceived
by children was examined. In the correlation analysis, there was a significant correlation between all variables and sub-factors.
Second, as a result of examining the relative influence of parents’ peer comparison behavior and maladaptive perfectionism on chil-
dren’s academic self-efficacy, children’s academic self-efficacy was explained in the order of maladaptive perfectionism and parents’
peer comparison behavior. Third, it was found that maladaptive perfectionism had a significant partial mediating effect on the effect

of parents’ peer comparison behavior perceived by children on children’s academic self-efficacy.

AKeywords : peer social comparison, maladaptive perfectionism, academic self-efficacy
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