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<Abstract>

This study aims to explore and compare the social agenda about one-person households, before and after the COVID-19 pandemic
by analyzing news big data. Using "Bigkinds" operated by Korea Press Foundation, articles reported before (2018-2019) and after
(2020-Sep.2022) the COVID-19 were collected from 11 national daily newspapers (4,870, 8,875 each). Then we conducted topic mod-
eling method by "NetMiner 4". The result showed seven major topics for each period, and specific keywords of each topic were
derived in the order of high probability of appearance. Before the pandemic, the main topics were 1) ‘economy’ (income, youth),
2) ‘health and safety’ (animal, companion), 3) ‘diet’ (food, picky), 4) ‘residential space’ (home appliances, sharing), 5) ‘housing’
(officetel, city), 6) ‘consumption’ (convenience store, online), 7) ‘demographic trends’ (women, youth). Meanwhile, topics after the
pandemic were 1) ‘health and safety’ (relief, treatment), 2) ‘COVID-19 and financial support’ (relief fund, disaster), 3) ‘culture and
industry’ (animal, population), 4) ‘demographic trends’ (family, population), 5) ‘consumption and diet’ (delivery, product), 6)
‘housing’ (supply, rent), 7) ‘political issue’ (candidate, democratic party). The influence of COVID-19 was confirmed in that most
frequently-appeared topic has changed into ‘health and safety’. Some topics like ‘culture and industry’ and ‘housing’ appeared steadily.
While one-person households as consumers were focused before the pandemic, those as policy demanders were more highlighted
after the pandemic. We found that related social events were reflected in the derived topics as well. The significance of this study

lies in the comprehensive examination of social discourse surrounding one-person households.

AKeywords : one-person households, news article, big data, COVID-19 pandemic, topic models
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