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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to examine (a) whether maternal knowledge of children’s school experiences and parenting com-
petence were associated with work-child education conflict among Korean employed mothers with second-grade elementary school
children and (b) whether their level of parenting competence moderated the relationship between knowledge of children’s school
experiences and work-child education conflict. Using data from the second wave Panel Study of Korean Parental Educational
Involvement (2018), we selected a sample of 175 mothers who were engaged in economic activities at the time of the survey. The
findings indicated that a higher level of maternal knowledge regarding their children’s school experiences was associated with a lower
level of conflict between their work and their children’s education. We also found that the mothers’ parenting competence moderated
the relationship between their knowledge of children’s school experiences and work-child education conflict. Among employed moth-
ers with relatively higher levels of parenting competence, greater knowledge of children’s school experiences was linked to lower
conflict between work and child education. However, for mothers whose parenting competence was relatively lower, the relationship
between the two variables was not significant. These results underscore the significance of employed mothers’ awareness of their
children’s school experiences in predicting conflict between work and child education. This study suggests that elementary schools

and communities should offer support to employed mothers in enhancing their parenting knowledge and competence.

AKeywords : work-family conflict, work-parenting conflict, early school-aged children, working mothers, parental knowledge, parenting competence
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