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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to investigate the experience of families in different family life cycles, from families of pregnant

mothers to families with school-aged children, during 2020. Data were collected from internet cafe M, one of the largest Korean

online parenting forums. Posts from cafe M that mentioned ‘COVID’ were collected and sorted by the family life cycles they be-

longed to. Latent Dirichlet Analysis was conducted separately on each corpus. Frequency trends of the key topics from each corpus

were visualized. Fifty-four topics emerged from five family life cycle groups and were categorized into five higher-order groups.

Topics about postpartum care services emerged in the Pregnancy and the Delivery and Postpartum Care group, and topics about

childcare products, services, and new family rituals in the Infant and Toddler Child group, along with worries about COVID-19

while using them. Topics from the Preschooler Child and School-aged Child group proved that mothers found it hard to go back

to work with preschools and schools shutting down. The frequency of the key topics in the Preschooler Child and the School-aged

Child group showed fluctuation across time, signaling that these groups were the most influenced by COVID-19-related changes.

The results of the study could provide evidence for intervention in developmental delays experienced by pregnant and parenting

families during COVID-19.

AKeywords : COVID-19, online parenting forum, care practices, social big data, topic modeling
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