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<Abstract>

This study analyzed the social adaptation processes of Korean-born children now in early adulthood living in families with
female marriage immigrants by making use of the grounded theory method. In the opening coding of this study, 172 concepts,
62 subcategories and 18 categories were derived. In the case of axial coding, the central phenomena of social adaptation proc-
esses were analyzed as "psychological alienation and anxiety" and "identity dilemma" as the results from analysis according
to paradigm process. The causal conditions of this were represented. as "recognition of differences and discrimination experi-
enced as multicultural children" and "multicultural branding", while the contextual conditions were as "pressure of homoge-
neity", "collective exclusion" and "limited opportunities for self-development." In the course of social adaptation, there were
mediated influences of the conditions such as "transcendence of cultural boundary", "optimal life from two available alter-
natives", "manifestation of family resilience" and "securement of amicable social supporting system", and it was represented
as the results of "seeking of self-verification by efforts" and "realization of self-expression by getting over prejudice and discrim-

ination" as the results from making use of interactive strategies such as "passive attitude", "indirective resistance", "seeking

of its own identity", "recognition of superior cultural resources" and "securement of resolute coping stances". The core categories
that were drawn around these results were shaped into "the process of becoming the main character of one’s life from a scape-
goat carrying the contradictions of Korean society" and it was possible to classify into 4 types, which were "self-initiated realiza-
tion type", "self-initiated seeking type", "reality-adaptive compromise type" and "passive adaptation type". These results can
be used to suggest a basic direction in practical and political intervention for Korean-born children in families of female mar-

riage immigrants.
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